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USDA Strategic Goals for FY2018-2022
l Ensure USDA programs are delivered efficiently, effectively, and with 

integrity and a focus on customer service.
l Maximize the ability of American agricultural producers to prosper by 

feeding and clothing the world.
l Promote American agricultural products and exports.
l Facilitate rural prosperity and economic development.
l Strengthen the stewardship of private lands through technology and 

research.
l Foster productive and sustainable use of our National Forest System 

Lands.
l Provide all Americans access to a safe, nutritious and secure food 

supply. https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/about-usda/strategic-goals







Helping farmers 
with conservation 
and crop 
insurance. 



Indemnity 
due to price 
decline was 
less than 3% 
of the total in 
2016

Reducing the costs of crop insurance









The work we do!

Develop the germplasm and 
management practices that provide a 
resilient agroeconomy that results in 
higher productivity, profit and 
ecosystem benefits.



Do we still study Carbon?

Below-ground carbon is 
associated soil organic matter.  
More carbon equals better soil 
health

Above-ground carbon is 
associated with production.  More 
carbon equals more yield



Carbon?
•Water infiltration rate and holding capacity
• Soil erosion 
• Availability of other nutrients (N, P, K, etc.) 
• Productivity and nutrient quality of food 

impacted by atmospheric CO2

•Weeds, pests, and invasive species are impacted 
by atmospheric CO2

• Carbon-neutral marketing  (agriculture in the US 
/ pellets overseas)

Carbon is 46% of corn dry wt



USDA Departmental Level:

https://www.drought.gov/drought/













Thank you!
Questions?


